
Durand Fire Department 
 

    The Durand Fire Department all 
started just after Durand became a city 
in 1871. The city borrowed $3,000 to 
build a new fire station and City Council 
offices. The building was built for 
$1,795. The firemen moved into the 
new building in January of 1891. The 
firemen at that time received no pay 
and also used their own uniforms. The 
firehouse was remodeled in 1921 to 
add more rooms for city officials and 
the fire equipment. On May 5, 1938, representatives of the Auditorium 
Committee went to the City Council to see if they wanted to buy the auditorium. 
The City Council passed a referendum to buy the auditorium for $4,000. A 
$50,000 estimate for a new theater was proposed but later turned down by 
voters. 

    In 1955 the old fire hall was torn down and a new one was built on the same 
site for $36,919. Then in May of 1980, the city bought the A.E. Polzer garage for 
$140,000. Their plans were to remodel the building into city offices. The 
auditorium was sold for $1.00 in 1983. 

 The Durand Rural Fire Department was 
started in 1951. It was started because of a 
serious fire that had broken out, the 
homeowner felt he didn't have enough 
protection. He called a meeting to organize a 
rural fire department. Five townships made 
up this rural fire department. Its first piece of 

equipment was a 1951 John Beam High Pressure Pump with a 500 gallon water 
tank. If more than 500 gallons were needed, milk trucks would bring 10 gallon 
cans. In 1981, Durand's fire department reorganized under the name, Durand 
Rural Fire Department Inc. 



 Today's volunteer firemen are  paid $10 for the first 
hour and $6 for every hour after that. They also get 
paid $5 for sign-in. The chief is paid $75 per month to 
take care of equipment. Eight men are always on call, 
and if more are needed, the chief will call for more 
help. The department pays $150 per month to use the 
fire hall and $75 to the Sheriff's Department for 
handling calls. 
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